OMPHS Minutes February 1, 2024

The meeting was called to order by Vice-President David Taylor at 6 p.m. 27 members and
guests were present. The Rudolphs and Barb Wunsch brought delightful valentine treats.

Traverse Area Historical Society board member, and archeologist Emily Modrall presented our
program “Continuation of the Kchi Witkkwedong Anishiinsabek Project,” with updates since we
heard her speak on this topic eighteen months ago. Modrall is a graduate of the University of
Michigan and Cambridge University in England, holding degrees in Classics, and Mediterranean
Archeology. She worked as a Field Archeologist in Italy for 15 years, and in the Sleeping Bear
National Lakeshore one summer.

The essence of the project she outlined is to make ancient Native American trail markers
noticeable, and significant. She told us of the sources she is using to accomplish this: The 1931
Hinsdale Archeological Atlas, and Elders of the Grand Traverse Band, She has a grant from the
Native American Heritage Fund. Markers are located at Brown Bridge, Hannah Park, Clinch
Park, Veteran's Park, and in Leelanau County. None have been discovered on this peninsula as
the Native Americans used water transport between the foot of the bay and Old Mission.
Architecturally designed metal monuments will be mounted at each marker. The first is already
displayed at the Brown Bridge Natural Area.

Our business meeting was called to order at 6:50 p.m. The minutes and Treasurer’s report were
read and approved. Our Holiday Appeal letter netted $3400, plus an anonymous donation of
$5000. We have $18,000 in a ladder of CD’s and Dean received positive feedback to continue
that investment as the CD’s become due. He noted we’ve had a 40% increase in revenue since
June, 2023.

The program chairs and David Taylor announced that the Executive Committee has approved
doubling our honoraria for Program Speakers from $50 to $100.

Co-President Julie Alexander announced that local judges are needed for the Michigan History
Day Essay Contest sponsored by the Historical Society of Michigan. This will take place March
16, 2024, and be open to students in grades 3-12. She and member Ann Swaney have served as
judges in the past and encourage other OMPHS members to participate. Should you be interested
in volunteering for this, contact Julie at jualexan@mchsi.com.

Co-President Tom Dalluge requested all members save half gallon beverage cartons for him,
Marty Klein and any OMPHS members who volunteer to use for chestnut seedlings. The
planting will take place March 8 at one p.m. at Tom Dalluge’s home on Center Rd. Please check

with him if you plan to come: twdalluge@gmail.com.

Our next meeting will take place March 7 at the library. Ken Pratt will present the program, “A
Light on a Point,” about the history of our Mission Point Lighthouse.

Respectfully submitted,
Judith Weaver, Secretary



