OMPHS MINUTES November 6, 2025

The OldMission Peninsula Historical Society met November 6, 2025, at the Peninsula
Community Library. 37 members and guests were present. Vice-President David Taylor
presented Part Two of his Program Northern Michigan and the Civil War. He
~ concentrated on the Battles | in this section

Nineteen states had civil war battles in them. David gave helpful information about

Companies, Divisions, Begiments etc. within Armies. He concentrated on telling stories

of two Mlchigan Divisions north of Detroxt especially that of Company K, which had

many Natlve-Amerlcan sharpshooters in, |t. Native Americans were paid equally.to

white soldlers and servmg was a path 1o cmzenshlp so there were many volunteers

" from those communities. There is a monument to Sharpshooters on the grounds of
the U.S. Capitol.

The business meeting was called to order at 7:40 p.m. by V.P. David Taylor. The
October Minutes were approved as presented. There was not a complete Treasurer’s
Report this month although some expenses were noted. We have made a deposit to
the American Legion so we can use their hall for our Hohday Potluck. Our Hotlday
Appeal letter for donations is ready to go out.

Old Business:

David announced that we still need to find someone to replace Laura Jehnson as Chair
of Historic Structures, including the Hessler Log Cabin.

New Business:

Ken Pratt, Chair for the 2026 Log Cabin Day, and co-Chair Phyllis Cooley appeared in
Patrictic gear to publicize the factthat this year’s day, June 28 will be just 6 days before
our nation’s 250 birthday. They distributed very specific task sheets and encouraged
us all to volunteer. Ken got contact information from demonstrators at the Empire
Museum’s Heritage Day in October and hopes we can have mare entertainment and
demonstrators than in the past. Brent Cooley announced the acquisition of new tents
for shelter at Log Cabin Day, which will be more easily assembled and taken down.

Phyllis announced that Angie Jensen of the Old Mission Inn has her new book out:
“How Our History Found Us.”

Karen Rieser announced that the Bowers Harbor commemorative rock honoring S.E.
Wait and the school on the boat Madeline has been moved, and the plaque buffed,
The Tuesday Volunteers from the Dougherty House arranged framing around the rock
and filled it with stones under the direction of Marty Klein. The township is having
better signage made for the road nearby.

Tom Dalluge reported on this year's very successful chestnut Crackin' Day at the
Dougherty House for chestnut harvest with students from the Old Missicn School. It
took place October 18. About 22 enthusiastic students and about 22 enthusiastic
volunteers participated.



The Hessler Log Cabin will be closed for the season and cleaned November 9. All are
encouraged to volunteer. - . B .

Our next meeting will be our Holiday Potluck on December 4 at5:30 p.m. Hospitality
. Chair-Barb Wunsch passed around a sagn-up sheet for food to brmg Sa|ly Enchberger
--will play the plano forus: - :

Future 2026 programs will feature farming methods on the Peninsula in ‘the mid-
twentieth Century, the school an the Madelme, and “Tom Dalluge’s annual report on
-.our. Chestnut Restoration project.c .. -~ . M et

‘ Announcements Mary Morgan Informed us. that the new walking path around
Peninsula library has béen installed wuth 6 viewing stanons featuring historlcaifacts.
She called attention to the’ Ilbrary's ornament sale. The ornament features ‘the angel

from its weathervane. She also noted that beloved' member‘l'im Carroll will be movrrg

“into town to Bay Ridge Assisted Living.

~ The meeting was_adjourned at7:53p.m.

Respectfullysubmttted B
"Judlth Weaver, Secretary
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