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From the President’s Desk  
  … Nancy Jaroh 
 
 Since our last newsletter, much has been 
accomplished by our membership in 2014 and I am 
so proud of our volunteers who have been involved 
in many projects throughout the year.  In addition to 
the continuation of planting memorial trees and car-
ing for them and preparing the opening and closing 
of the Hessler Cabin for the season, I would like to 
list what we have accomplished.  I would also like to 
express my thanks to our officers, committee chair-
persons and committee members for all their sup-
port.  Please forgive me if I accidentally leave any 
accomplishments off the list. 
 

Volunteers from the Peter Dougherty Society 
built new memorial benches for the Hessler Cab-
in grounds, replacing the rotted ones.  They 
were in place in time for Log Cabin Days. 
Additional artifacts from the schooners Metropo-
lis/AJ Rogers were donated to OMPHS by Con-
nie Sargent in memory of husband Donald, a 
diver and longtime resident of Old Mission.  
These artifacts are being identified and in the 
process of conservation.  Mission Point Light-
house will be adding these artifacts to their ex-
hibit. 
The Reverend Dougherty and Old Mission Dock 
storyboards were installed at Haserot Beach ear-
ly this summer. 
A pamphlet “Notable Women of Old Mission 
Peninsula” was produced and distributed with 
plans to expand it further.  This is also available 
for viewing on our website. 
Volunteers from the Peter Dougherty Society 

(Continued on page 3) 

 
St. Joseph Catholic Church ready for its 

move to a new location, August, 2013 

 
The above photo of the 106 year old church being 
moved is courtesy of Sharon Olson who says: “I'll 
not forget that day and how cold it was for all of us 
gathered to watch the many stops and starts.” 

 
 One of our best programs in 2014 was by 
Tim Carroll.  We gathered at the  vastly remodeled 
St. Joseph Catholic Church where Tim spoke 
about the church’s long history on the Old Mission 
Peninsula.  Much extensive research had been 
done by Mary Lyons who acting as “back-up histo-
rian,” for the presentation. Tim told stories about 
covering over 100 years of history, beginning with 

(Continued on page 4) 
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       Dougherty “Mission House” News 
 

 Doings and Discoveries at Dougherty House 

      By Amy Lyman & Bill Cole 

 

 The Peter Dougherty Society concluded a successful summer including a down home 

cook-out style fundraiser complete with Dixieland music in August and completing the “summer 

kitchen” restoration.   

 A core group of restoration volunteers removed the entire floor, completed work on the 

cistern, planed and re-fit original floor boards, replaced missing hardware and rehung original 

doors, returned sink, counter, corner cabinet and firewood pass-through features to their positions 

and oversaw electrical and plastering professionals bringing the summer kitchen up to code and 

lighting for public accessibility.  Work on an ingenious “pop-up” safety railing system to allow 

viewing of the cistern continues, as well as powder blasting and cleaning the cast iron stove, a 

central feature to demonstrate the functions of the Rushmore era summer kitchen. 

 Additionally, removal of the stone fireplace (dating from a late Rushmore family home 

improvement project) was begun.  In the spring, a steel truss system in the attic will be installed 

to support the chimney and the fireplace removal completed.  This winter, work will continue off

-site with stripping and painting all interior and remaining exterior doors and cleaning & dipping 

brass hardware.  The small stove from the 1843 kitchen addition will constitute another project. 

 Discoveries included some 40 intact original 8” X 8” hand hewn support beams under the 

original rectangular home.  They remain rot free after 160 years and the beautiful handmade mor-

tises are evident throughout. 

The fun of this project is not only in the work & fellowship, but in the questions:  Why are 

there 4 different styles of doors in the summer kitchen?  Why is there a door to nowhere?  Was 

that building moved there from another location in Old Mission or built next to the original 1843 

kitchen and “slid away” later for safety reasons?  What cold season activities happened there? 

Once foundation work can be afforded, more restoration of the original 1842 home build-

ing will leap forward.  Watch for the winter appeal for your financial support to preserve & re-

store the first post and beam home in Northwestern Michigan.  This place matters, and you are 

invited to join the effort. 

  
                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
For further information on volunteering, 
either with financial support, or physi-
cally helping with the Dougherty House 
project, please contact Marty Klein at 
223– 4044 .   Also see a photo of Marty at 
work on page 5. 

(Continued on page 5) 



 

Page 3 

Echoes 

From the President’s Desk 

constructed a new and secure kiosk at Haserot 
Beach to house an archaeological storyboard 
containing photos of sunken Small Crafts in Old 
Mission Harbor. 
The newly formed OMPHS Maritime Festival 
Committee expanded their scope to also focus 
on recruiting new members and promoting our 
historical society at various events.  The commit-
tee represented OMPHS at Log Cabin Days and 
the Maritime Heritage Schooner Festival.  We 
now have an information tent including a banner 
featuring images of our historical sites and t-
shirts with our logo on them.  Generic signs have 
been produced for promotional use of any future 
historical event on Old Mission.  A brochure is in 
the process of development which features our 
historical sites, our purpose and membership 
information.  
OMPHS now has a Paypal account with a link on 
our website to receive donations. 
Audio information, regarding the Hessler Cabin 
via cell phone service now replaces the push-
button system that required too much mainte-
nance.  This service will be extended to the 
Dougherty House site and possibly the Mission 
Church.  Usage reports of this service, which 
includes tracking of what state the visitors came 
from, looks to be a worthwhile investment. 
An evaluation plan addressing maintenance is-
sues at Hessler Cabin is being developed over 
the winter.  If you have any project ideas that 
you would like our membership to pursue this 
coming year, please bring them to my attention 
or bring them to our next meeting.  We have truly 
had an ambitious year! 

   
 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

    

   Tree Report 

   By Anne Griffiths 

Cal Jamison reports from the Historical Socie-
ty tree workers that over 50 trees died last 
winter due to the harsh conditions.  Jim Hall is 
working on a grant to secure funds to replace 
them.   

The Tree Fund itself, per OMPHS Treasurer 
Ellen Kerr, is depleted quite a bit with a bal-
ance of about $400 remaining. 

So this may be a good time to order a  Memo-
rial Tree to honor a loved one.  Only $50 .  
Contact Jim Hall for further information at         
223-8823. 

 

 

 OMPHS Officers for 2014/15  
Elected at June Annual Meeting  

 

President:  Nancy Jaroh 

njaroh@charter.net 

 

Vice-President: Ann Swaney 

aswaney@acegroup.cc 

 

Treasurer: Ellen Kerr 

ellenkerr1017@gmail.com 

 

Co-Secretaries: Chris & Karen Rieser 

crieser99@sbcglobal.net  

krieser19@att.net 

 

Program Chair: JoAnn Cole 

Wjbayview@aol.com 

 

Webmaster: Steve Lewis 

 
Newsletter Staff 

Editor: Ann Swaney.   
Writers & Photographers: Laura Johnson, 
Nancy Jaroh, Amy Lyman, and Bill Cole. 
Proofreaders: Steve Lewis, Nancy Jaroh 
Masthead drawing by Terri Lynn Johnson 
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the fact that the original Church was built on land 
donated by the Lardie family.   Before the church 
was built,  an itinerant priest would visit families sep-
arately in their homes. Tim concluded with a tour of 
the beautiful sanctuary. 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

                  St. Joseph Catholic Church             Mission Point Lighthouse Friends, cont. 

 As much as the Lighthouse needs 
funds, it needs volunteers even more!  Its 
most able Lighthouse Manager, Celia Villac, is 
a part time employee of the Park Commission.  
Mission Point Lighthouse Friends believes that 
this new group will provide a strong base of  
workers and doers who will support the contin-
ued prosperity of the site.   
 
 The “Friends” are pledged to concen-
trate on the museum aspects of the Light-
house including education about the building, 
the maritime history of the peninsula, the mis-
sionaries, and the influences of the Native 
Americans.  As part of its support of Light-
house activities, the Lighthouse Friends in 
conjunction with Peninsula Library are hosting 
the annual Lighthouse Sleigh Ride on Febru-
ary 7th from 1-4 pm.  
 
 Mission Point Lighthouse Friends 
needs and welcomes new members.  For in-
formation contact Celia Villac, Lighthouse 
Manager.  Keep in touch with Lighthouse ac-
tivities via the website:   
missionpointlighthouse.com 
 
Submitted by Amy Lyman, Vice-President of the 
Mission Point Lighthouse Friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Joseph Catholic Church, 2014 

 2014 marked the formation of a new 
group called Mission Point Lighthouse 
Friends with the mission of preserving and 
restoring our beloved Lighthouse. The group 
has written bylaws, elected officers and ap-
plied for non-profit status.  Officers are Ellen 
Kerr, President,  Amy Lyman, Vice Presi-
dent , Cindy Dyer, Secretary, and Tom 
Obrecht, Treasurer.  
 
 While the Lighthouse is owned by the 
Township and has some dedicated income 
from tour admissions and gift shop sales, it 
needs additional funds from grants and do-
nations for maintaining and bringing the site 
back to its 1910 splendor. 

New Group Forms to Support     
Mission Point Lighthouse 
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(Continued from page 2)     Marty Klein at work installing a  
protective bar on the Dougherty House 

Summer Kitchen cistern 
Some photos of progress on 
the Dougherty House in 2014 

Hand Pump in Summer Kitchen 

Refinished  floor in the  
Carriage House 

In September, OMPHS took part in a Mari-
time Heritage Alliance event on West Bay.  
Pictured below are Anita Klein, Margaret 
Schaal, and Marty Klein. 
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Upcoming Events and 

Programs In 2015 
Join us if you can! 

March:  
Working Boats of Mackinac,” by Bruce Trudgen. 
 
April: 
Peg Jonkhoff told us 
about her new book, 
Perry Hannah’s Gifts: 
Then and Now. 
 
 
 Peg Jonkhoff  and  
 Don Pratt  
 perusing Peg’s  
 book about Perry 
 Hannah. 

 
 
September: 
Tim Carroll’s topic was “Introduction to the New-
ly Relocated St. Joseph Church at Mapleton: 
History, Buildings, and Grounds.” 
 
October:   
Helen and Don Pratt told us about Helen’s book, 
Mary B. - A Remarkable Woman, a biography of 
Helen’s mother.   Photo below is of Don Pratt 
and Peg Jonkhoff looking at Peg’s new book — 
Perry Hannah’s Gifts: Then and Now. 

 
November:   
Members of the M-37 Scenic Heritage Route 
Committee spoke of the history of Center Road 
and efforts being made to highlight its continued 
agricultural use and 
protect its views. 

 
 
 

 

Some OMPHS Programs in 2014 

February 5:  
Steve Lewis discusses his 
work on the sequel to his novel Murder on Old 
Mission. 
 
March 5: 
Bryan Smith speaks of the history and pro-
grams of the Maritime Heritage Alliance. 
 
April 2:  
Amanda Wetzel, Assistant Executive Director 
of the Grand Traverse Lighthouse Museum 
presents a program on World War II activities 
in Grand Traverse Bay. 
 
May 7:  
Master Brewer Mike Hall will present a pro-
gram about hops production on the Old  
Mission Peninsula. 
 
June 4:  
Potluck —Annual Meeting —Election of Offic-
ers 

 

.     In Memoriam 
Peggy Carter was an early member of the 
OMPHS.  In 1995-96, she served as Sec-
retary of the organization. 
Peggy passed away in Southern Illinois in 

Do you have ideas for a program?  
Please let the Program Committee 

know, as it’s never too early to plan 
ahead for next year. 
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Photo on left scanned from  
The Cherryland Review —June 
29, 1939, which had the following 
Headline: 
 

“Mission Celebrates Its 100th  
Anniversary” 

 
Can anyone identify the people in 
the photo? 
                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

       

     

Photos from the Past 

An early photo of St. Joseph Church, 
which was recently moved south near the 
Catholic Cemetery on Center Road and 
greatly remodeled In 2014.  Its original site 
was on the corner of Blue Water and Cen-
ter Roads in Peninsula Township. 
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Old Mission Peninsula 
    Historical Society   

POB 115           
Old Mission, MI 49673 

 

Old Mission Peninsula Historical Society 
www.omphistoricalsociety.org 
info@omphistoricalsociety.org 

 
Join Us! 

 
Membership Dues: Student, $5; Individual $10; Family $15; Business, $25 

 
Please make checks payable to Old Mission Peninsula Historical Society and fill out this form and mail to us at 

POB 115, Old Mission, MI 49673. 

 

Name:  

 

Address:   

 

City, State, Zip 

 

Phone:            

 

E-mail  

 

Please Circle One: 

 

   Individual     Family     Student     Business      

            


